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Ax advertiſement having appeared in the Public Advertiſer of Ja- 
nuary 27, ſigned George Colman, importing that a ſtate of the differences 
ſubſiſting between the proprietors of Covent-Garden theatre would be 
| ſpeedily publiſhed ; T. Harris and J. Rutherford, two of the patentees 
and proprietors of the ſaid theatre, conceiving themſelves to have been 
greatly injured, both in perſon and property, by the ſaid George Colman, 
think it incumbent on them, as well in juſtification of themſelves as out 
of reſpe& to the publick, to prevent, as far as lies in their power, any 
miſrepreſentation of facts in which they have been concerned. They 
hope, therefore, it will not be deemed impertinent in them to ſubmit 
their own narrative of the caſe, ſupported; by indubitable and authentic 
evidence, to the impartiality of the publick ; on whoſe protection and 
encouragement, the ſucceſs of the theatre, and the ſecurity of their 
property In it, n _ 


T. Harms. 
J. RuTnzrrorD. 
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A A R AT INST 


or THE DISPUTES BETWEEN THE 


PATENTEES OF COVENT-GARDEN THEATRE, 


Th E patents and properties belonging to Covent-Garden theatre 
being on ſale, purſuant to the late Mr. Rich's will, T. Harris and J. 
Rutherford, two of the preſent patentees, formed a deſign of purchaſing 
them, and entered into a treaty with Mr. Rich's executors or that 


| N 

On farther deliberation, they judged it expedient to invite ſome third 

perſon, of abilities and experience in theatrical affairs, to join with 

them in the intended purchaſe. Mr. William Powell, an actor of 

known and n merit in his prabaiBons was accordingly 
B thought 


£27 
0 of, and made acquainted with their deſign. But, as Mr. Powell 
was then under an engagement to the patentees of Drury-Lane, he 
thought it an obſtacle to his entering into that propoſed ;. nor could he, 
on the matureſt conſideration, find any other means of obviating this dif- 
ficulty than that of inviting George Colman, Eſq; a friend of his, to 
be, in like manner, jointly" concerned in the affair. This, therefore, 
he propoſed ; repreſenting, at the ſame time, what great advantages 

would be derived, particularly in the management of the theatre, from 
a connection with a gentleman of his extenſive reputation and 


abilities. , 5 B 5 | . 1 


1 4; 1 


Io this propoſal Harris and Rutherford, „ thinking the concurrence 
of a fourth perſon unneceſſary, were ſome time averſe, till the conſide- 
ration of Mr; Colman's: talents ''as a dramatic writer, and his known 
familiar intercourſe with the ſtage, induced them to acquieſce in 
hopes of reaping at leaſt ſome of thoſe many I on which Mr. 


Powell ſo warmly expatiated. . 1 5 
On the 31ſt of laſt March, therefore, the parties entered into articles, 
for proceeding in the treaty begun by Harris and Rutherford ; who 
were thence empowered to purchaſe, on the joint account of all four, the 
ſaid patents and properties of the theatre, at a ſum not exceeding ſixty 
thouſand pounds ; which ſum was to be advanced in equal proportions. 
by each party; who were accordingly to become jointly poſſeſſed of, and 
intereſted in, the patents and properties ſo purchaſed, and to be jointly 
and equally concerned in the management of the theatre. By the ſame 
articles alſo they ſeverally engaged to execute proper deeds and inſtru- 
ments for that 2; {06 when the purchaſe ſhould be Dena; handy po | 


On the goth of April tbllowing;” Harris and Rutherford actually 
contracted for the patents and theatre; depoſiting at the ſame time the 


fum 1 ten thouſand pounds, their ſeparate Property; in part of the pur- 
chaſe 


Ci * Þ 


chaſe 1 money; the remainder of which was to be pad on the firſt of July 
then next enſuing. | | | 


The contract 1 thus ack, the four parties ſoon after met eater, 
in order to ſettle the form of articles, to be entered into, in conformity 


to their preceeding agreement; when, to the great ſurprize of Harris and 


Rutherford, Mr. Colman propoſed that he himſelf ſhould be inveſted 
with the whole and ſole management of the theatre,. Manifeſt, however, 


as was the abſurdity of any perſon's ſubjecting ſo conſiderable a _fhare 


of property to the uncontroulable diſpoſal of another, Mr. Powell 
aſſented to this ſtrange propoſal ; by which he was to embark fifteen thou- 
ſand pounds in an undertaking, with the conduct of which, even in the 


greateſt. Emergency, he was to have noting to do. 


It muſt be owned that iind and Rutherford entertained at that time 
no doubt either of Mr. Colman's capacity or inclination to conduct the 
theatre to the beſt advantage; but, as it was impoſſible for them to be 
aſſured that no ſiniſter accident might render their interpoſition neceſſary 
to the ſecurity of their property, they conceived no men of common 
ſenſe could ſtand excuſed for diveſting themſelves of the power of ſuper- 
intending it. Add to this, that Harris and Rutherford gave Mr. Colman 
repeatedly to underſtand that, as they ſhould engage in no other em- 
ployment, they intended, in conjunction with him, ro make the manage- 
ment of the theatre at once their occupation and amuſement. They 
objected to Mr. Colman's propoſal, therefore, not only as abſurd in itſelf, 
but as being contrary to their known intentions in the purchaſe of the 
theatre, and inconſiſtent with the terms of agreement on which that 
purchaſe was made. Willing nevertheleſs. to indulge Mr. Colman in 
his deſire of appearing the * manager, the following articles were 


at 5 agreed to, 


Be ARTICLES 
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ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT, RESPECTING 
THE MANAQEMENT. OF COVENT-GABDEN | 
eee ae | 1 1 25 e 
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Wies Thomas Harris, Toke Ratherford, K Colman, 
and William Powell, by certain articles of agreement, dated the 3 iſt 


day of March laſt, did agree to purchaſe of the repreſentatives of John 


Rich, Eſquire, deceaſed, two patents for exhibiting theatrical | performances, 
and the ſeveral leaſes of Covent-garden theatre, and the rooms, buildings, 


conveniencies, furniture, cloaths, ſcenes, decorations, muſic, entertain- 


ments, and all things belonging to the ſaid theatre, and the ſaid Thomas 


' Harris and John Rutherford, were thereby authoriſed to treat for and pyr» 
' chaſe the ſame, at a ſum not exceeding 69,9001. and the purchaſe-maney 


was to be advanced by the ſaid parties equally, and they were to became 
joinly poſſeſſed of, and intereſted in the premiſes, 9 to be purchaſed, 
and were to be jointly and equally concerned in the management of the 
faid theatre, and were to execute proper deeds and inſtruments. for that 
purpoſe, when the ſaid purchaſe ſhould be compleated. And whereas 
the ſaid Thamas Harris and John Rutherford, have accordingly contracted | 
and agreed with the repreſentatives of the ſaid John Rich, for the pur- 
chaſing of the ſaid patents, leaſes, premiſes and things, at and for the 
ſum of 69,000/. and ſuch purchaſe is to be compleated on the firſt of 


July vext. Now the ſaid ſeveral parties having rernſed, and fully under 


ſtanding the purport and cantents of the ſaid contract, do approve of and 
confirm the ſame, and haviog alſo in conſequence thereof taken into their 
conſideration the management of the ſaid theatre, they have for the better 


and more eaſy conducting the buſineſs thereof, as well as for their Joint 


and equal benefit and advantage, agreed, and do hereby mutually declare 
and agree, 


I. That 


. . 5 


J. Thas e any thing cantained-in the fad agrees 
already made between the ſaid parties, the ſaid George Colman ſhall he 
_ inveſted with the direction of the ſaid theatre, in the particulars following, 
viz. That he ſhall baye the power of engaging and diſmiſſing performers 
of all kinds; of receiving or rejecting ſuch new pieces as ſhall be r | 
to the ſaid theatre or the Proprietors thereof z of caſting the plays; of 
_ appointing what plays, farces, entertainments, and other exhibitions, 

ſhall be performed; and of conducting all ſuch things as are generally» | 
| underſtood to be S in the dramatie and cheatrical province. 


"I That the ſaid "Thomas Hartis and John Rutherford, mall be 
deſired to attend the comptrallment of the e bach W N 
© the 8d PP. coor fo b 0 8 


. Provided . and in as 2 as the ald Thomgs Harris * 
Joby. Rutherford, will have leiſure to attend to the affairs of the faid 
theatre, and the ſaid William Powell is to be engaged as an actor or per- 
former on the ſtage, (for which purpoſe ſeparate articles are intended to 
be entered into between him and the other parties) in which his time and 
attention will be chiefly employed and taken up, fo that he will not be able 
to apply himſelf in the managing the buſineſs of the ſaid theatre. It is there- 
fore hereby further agreed, that the ſaid George Colman ſhall from time 
to time, and at all times hereafter, communicate and ſubmit his conduct, 
and the meaſures he ſhall intend to purſue, unto them the ſaid Thomas 
Harris and John Rutherford; and in caſe they ſhall at any time fignify 


VS 3+ FETs 


their diſapprobation thereof in writing unto the ſaid George Colman, 5 


| then and in that caſe che meaſures ſo diſapproved of, ſhall not be camig 


0 execution, any thing before contained to the contrary notwithftand- 
© Yet. nevertheleſs wh reſpect to the faid William Powell, iris in- 

bo. 9 and agreed that he ſhal] at all times give his advice and afſiſtance 
telative to any 8 of the buſineſs of the faid theatre, when thereunto 
deſired 


0 
= 


1 6 1 


defied by the other hand Witneſs the hands of the ſai: a pare this 
1 5 act of _ We.” i Tl 


Waren = ; e Tnon As HARRTS. 

| Jas Hvreninzon. 85 | Jonn RurnERTORD. : . 

1 ; 5 ts  GronoB Cox MAN. . # : 

W . Wise Ponte. * 
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Iei is VP that nothing can be more cler we Suck than the 

reſtrictions contained in the third clauſe of the above articles; and that 


Mr. Colman underſtood them in the moſt literal ſenſe, will fully appear 
when we come to exhibit his letter of the firſt of Ws DATA NO”, w” 


„ 1 . * 


on the 28th hoof the "Ul mah it was 1 a for the patentees 
to enter into the ſubſequent agreement ſeverally, reſpecting them all as 
proprietors of theatrical entertainments, and reſpecting Mr. Powell in 
Tm as to the ſervices en of him! in his ene a8 an actor. 


* 0 


MEMORANDUM oF AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE PATENTEES OF COVEN T-GARDEN 
e AND MR, WILLIAM POWELL. 5 


Mägnndun, it is agreed this 28th day of May 1767, between 
George Colman, Thomas Harris, and John Rutherford, Eſquires, and 
William Powell, the intended purchaſers of Covent - garden theatre, and 
the ae, leaſes, matters, and things thereunto belonging, as follows, | 


aj 


_ ® Joferted in the courſe of the narrative, 


2 ; 


\ . 
E21 


viz. That the ſaid William Powell ſhall and will be employed as an actor 
or performer in the ſaid theatre or playhouſe, for the benefit and advan- 
tage of all the faid parties, for and during the term and ſpace of ſeven years, 
from the firſt day of September now next enſuing; and the conſideration 
thereof ſhall be paid out of the intereſts and profits of the ſaid theatre, 
at and after the rate of 4007. per annum, at ſuch times and in ſuch pro- 
portions as the ſaid William Powell ſhall think fit and require the ſame, 
and ſhall alſo have a benefit every ſeaſon during the ſaid term, clear of 
all deductions and expences whatſoever. And it is hereby further agreed, 
that in caſe any other performer or player to be engaged by the ſaid par- 
ties, ſhall have a larger ſalary than is hereby agreed to he paid or allowed 
to the ſaid William Powell, then and in that caſe ſuch addition ſhall be 
made to the ſaid ſalary of the ſaid William Powell, as will exceed the 
ſalary of ſuch other perſon or perſons. And it is further agreed, that 
neither of the ſaid, parties ſhall, after the firſt day of October now next 
enſuing, during his intereſt and concern in the ſaid theatre, act, or write or 
have any ſhare, intereſt or concern in for or upon any other ſtage, theatre 
or playhouſe whatſoever. And alſo that any of the. parties producing 
any new play, farce, entertainment, or other exhibition, or any alteration 
of an old play, farce, &c. ſhall have and be entitled to the common and 
_ uſval emoluments accruing to authors from ſuch profucting, excluſive of 


the other parties. ind, 


- - - 4 


_ Witneſs, | | $4 __ Georcet CoLMAN. 
Janes Hurchixsox. Tuonas Hanis. . 
Jonx RUTHERFORD. 

nn PowELL. 


On the firſt of July the contract with Mr. Rich's executors was com- 
pleated, 555 remainder of the PERU paid ®, a. and the e non 
executed. ; 


It ill becomes a a min, wha mice a W e Wee 4 the perſon obliged 


of the fayour done him. T. Harris would therefors have bzen ſilent, with regard to the 
4 | pw>" 


Parties, ſubſeribing to articles ſo very explicit and — fhould 
7 0 ben of the ee 3 eee bow 


STEEL 


1 vill hardly be ſuſpected by any reader, poſſeſſed of — 
or acquainted with the principles of common juſlice, that any one of the 


take er him, nee e to n dive Comragiction 0 7 


ever, Mr. Colmaff's behaviour began to appear in & very extraordinary 
tight. It was very natural for Harris and Rutherford to ſuppoſe that Mr. 
Colman, who was perfohally known to the performers, would introduce 


the prineipul of them, at leaſt, to His brother patentees, on their firſt ap- 


pearance at the theatre. Sv far, however, was he from doing this, that 


when they were advancing to ſpeak to him, as he was ſeated' oh the 
middle of the ſtage, he roſe up, and with a petulance he could not 
conceal, deſired them to withdraw, leſt they ſhould interrapt the 


rehearſalz leaving them to introduce themſelves to the company, 4nd 
you their own ſeats whe ab _ _ n | 


\DiſpaRkil vs this behuviour appeared, it would hives 9 


Be 100 inſignificant a circumſtance to be here taken notice of, did it not fend 
' clue to che mare uf Mr. Coltnan's Future proceedings 3 all which afford 


the moſt circumſtantial evidence that he had, even ſo early as the open. 
ing of the theatre, formed a deſign of acting as if the other proprietors 
had ſubſeribed to his firſt romantic propoſal of being ſole manager, inſtead 
of his having engaged ** from time to time, and at all times, hereafter to 


«+ cbtnmunicate to and fubmit his conduct, and the meaſures he ſhall | 


predicament in which Mr. Powell Nood'at the time of this payment, had not Mr. Powell 
been pleaſed, more theatrically than gratefully, to deny that when he had none but perſonal 


ſecurity to offer for a conſiderable ſum of money which he borrowed on this octaſion, T. 


Harris did agree to give the lender a real ſecurity of his own ; without which the money 


| wee have been edv. Of this the fact Ref is an ente Proof. 


. Ss as TY” _* intend 


Sad 


„ Hurt and J. Rutherlord,” Mr Colmanindecd 

— grew too impatient of even the appearance of controul, o ſuhmit 
any thing to the judgment of his colleagues 3 and though, after much 
ob he aſſented to a ẽ, mceung, for adviſing about the 
buſineſs of the theatre, it laſted only a few weeks ; nor was it of any 
effect while it did laſt; as Mr. Colman was neither pleaſed to lay open 
his whole Plan, in order to know the opinion of Harris and Rutherford 
concerning it, nor to act in conformity to their opinion when he did 
know it 7. 


/ 


It was was. not. til T hurſday the BE of Oagber, however, that Mr. 
. Colman openly and avowedly diſclaimed their right to lay him under 
any reſtraint ; which he then did, in the moſt poſitive terms; declaring 
that he would never diſcloſe to them any of his future intentions, but 
| would be er 8. te IO only, * not to 0 Shams, for ye * 


"on . 


2 Mr. Colman has 3 to i this nn by pretending ane and 
- Riitherford were too little converſant in theatricil matters to adviſe him on theſe occaſions. 
| But chough we ſhould grant that the want of experience in what is doing behind che curtain 
prevents a perſon's knowing what will pleaſe before it, was Mr. Colman ignorant af 
their inexperience in this particular before? Did he not know they were neither authors 
vor actors by profeſſion, when he ſigned the articles ſubjecting himſelf to their controul ? 
lt is not for Harris and Rutherford to determine how far the above plea is valid ; they 
are but too well convinged however that yiew;of che boaſted fil andahiities, 
Mr. Colman has diſplayed i in the management of Covent-Gargen, theatre this ſeaſon, will 
afford fmall proofs of the proficiency he made in the Roch N theatrical e for 
red rn * Dry: Lane. 


62 + n loch 2 fleclarauian at that time, we ſhall 

| Conſider the validity of them, when compelled to examine into the propriety of -his,canduct 
as a theatrical manager. At preſent we are only ſtating the facts, which may enable the 

e of the rectitude re 24,6 man: - ;- wy 7 hate *17 6 


7 _ + 


: x 10 y- 5 „ i 
In this reſolution he: i in ſpite of all remonſtrances, an the 
Sunday following ; when, notwithſtanding he had declared, and that even 


on the Saturday night preceding, he would have no farther ne | 
cation with 281 he addreſſed to them the HTO ee 5 


£ 


-_- , . 
r k * 2 3 6 * * 


70 THOMAS HARRIS, 2 


1 


% 


JOHN RUTHERFORD, ** 5 


Crrrkzu xx, e ee 
1 . ſeen Mr. Powell; but after * has ok a . Een 
between us cannot be expected. According to our articles, I ſhall from 


time to time ſubmit to your conſidergtion the meaſures I propoſe to 
purſue in the management of the theatre, and any meaſures againſt 


which you ſhall Jointly proteſt in writing, e 0 our aalen, * 
not be carried into execution. | | 
| Nov. I, 15 7 


wa 2» 


0. Corman, 8 


Surely nothing can 60 more air than that Mr. e a "_ 8 
time of writing the above letter, underſtood the articles he had entered 
into, in the moſt literal ſenſe; and that he had then no conception of 
making that artful diſtinction between the letter and ſpirit of them; 
dich he afterwards judged. it expedient to doi in his letter of January 5 | 


een th cor of bene, 


* 3 


WR 


What 


Wuat conſtruction can then be put on his cone, in i 
th principal performers the very evening of the day in which he wrote 
this letter, in order to perſuade them that he was ſolely inveſted with the 
abfolute management of the theatre? Yet; inconſiſtent as ſuch behaviour 
muſt appear, this he did without having ſeen or heard from Harris 
or Rutherford; inviting the ſaid actors to a tavern, where he diſingenu- 
oully communicated to them the fubſtance of the firſt clauſe of the articles 
before inſerted , to give colour to his pretenſions;- entirely —_— | 
the third ed by which his power was ſo expreſsly limited. 


This tranſaftion, of PREP" reduced Harris 0 Rutherford to the 
neceſſity of reading to the company, aſſembled on the ſtage next morn- 
Ing, the whole of thoſe articles.” In conſequence of which lecture, Mr. 
Colman did apparently tak ſhame to himſelf, and declare, in the pre- 
ſence df Meſſrs. Woodward, Smith, Gibſon and others, that he would 
for the future ſubmit the meaſures he intended to purſue, to the conſide- 
ration of Harris and Rutherford, agreeable to the tenor of their articles, 
and the ſubſtance of weden he bad mricten. them the preceding day. 


The revoichtiantimn: which W bn this dedumaian,” gave Harte and 
5 Rutherford ſome reaſon to hope that affairs would now be carried on in- 
an amicable manner, and conformably to thoſe intentions, with which 
they engaged in ſo conſiderable an undertaking. They were very ſoon 
ſurprized however with the information of Mr. Colman's having, on his 
own authority, and without. their knowledge or conſent, taken upon him 
to engage Mr. and Mrs. Yates; the former at ten pounds a week, with 
2 benefit, and the aer ahn. eee vith a 
HERON e e e e | rent 


1 


1 ns: Ls 
1 Not that Farris and Rutherford would havs objoted tothe expence ofthis engage- 


ment, or to any other conducive to the entertainment of the publick, could that have been 
c 2 effected 
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an of Haris and Rutherfevd; at this information, . 
fs much the greater, as all the four proprietors, in a conſultation held 
ſome few days before on the ſubject, had been unanimouſly of opinion, 
that as their company then ſtood, it was impoſſible, without breaking 
through the eſtabliſhed cuſtoms of the theatre, to avail themſelves pro- 
perly of the ſervice of thoſe excellent actors. Add to this, that, having 
a right to think their conſent neceſſary to Mr, Colman's forming an en- 
gagement of ſo much expence and conſequence, they could not help 
regarding it as another * breach of the articles nn. W 
ow”. 


To this act of Mr. cubes vevertheleſs Mr. Powell, —_ aſented, 
but even affected to juſtify it: from what motives we preſume not to 


r W OTOL Cy * e AeEG en nn, le 


Is * N » 


effolted in any dence * They 0 nb menbt Ve Walde me eee | 
| of che town to their private emol Gent; but it is to be obſerved, that when a company is. 
full, the engagement of addidona] pexformers, even. of the greateſt merit, rault create 
at confuſion, and at leaſt render thoſe uſeleſs who would otherwiſe have ſupplied their 
Ther is'#6 doubt that Mr. and Mrs. Vites would if any circumſtances be a valu- 

Andie acqtiition 10ither thelrta, nlehoukh; from their too late engagement th the preſent ſeaſon 
" Covent-garden, chen have had (particularly Mr. Yates). fewer opportunities of difplay= 
| their reſpeclive tale and e of IK ſo ufeFul us 1 1 
might zwe e reaſon to ex E. | 


ne been pretended by. Maſſes, Colman and Powell that Harris. wi Leber 
Gough + not privy to the en agement of Mrs. Yates and her huſband, did afterwards affent 
> that meaſure ; of which heir. acquieſcin 8 It the payment of their reſpe & N ſituries. 
a Proel. It iiky be aA 0 ever, in aufer to chis pled, iat unnd Harti and Ru 
therford have done to any purpoſe after the contract was actually made? Had they put an 
abſolute negative, as they were empowered to do, on the fulfilling ſuch contract, would 
not Colman and Powell have had a very plauſible, if not a juſt, pretence, to charge them 
with a penurious reluctance to contribute their utmoſt to the entertainment of the town'? a 
pretenee which, they beg leave tb Aſſure the publick, e nor ever ſhall have any 
+5" pm ds ee | 
which 


tg 1 


which maybe fairly attributed to an ingenuous one, If the public hows 
ever, take into conſideration, that Mr. Powell entitled as an actor, 
to the addition of one hundred pounds to his yearly falary, i in conſequence 
of Mrs. Yates's receiving five hundred, we leave them to make what com- 


ment they yn on Mr. Powell $ conduct i in x this e 


e they may be aſſiſted in a making fuch comment by Mr. Powell's 
Hubſequent behaviour. 


Dennie it * he Mr. Powell 3 his aſſent to Mr. Colman' s pro- 
eeedings a very unwarrantable length; a remarkable inſtance of which 
ſoon after preſented itſelf; when, at a meeting of all the proprietors, the 

latter propoſed his taking out of the treaſury of the houſe, a ſum between 
 ixty-four and ſeventy pounds, on account of his having inſerted a few 
lines | in the comedy of the Rehearſal +, and his intended alteration of the 
tragedy of King Lear; r Nr. ebe man e ac- 
4 quicked. . 


As ir was impotiible alſo for Harris and Rutherford to 4 how far the 
projected alteration of King Lear might enticle Mr. Colman to that ſums. 
and, as they ITY to allow of e e to him. as a: 


* 


Ina order — of finiftr views in Mr, Powell, it has been giyen- 


5 out that. he could not take the adyantage above-mentioned, of the agreement with Mrs. 


Yates, becauſe Mr. Woodward had likewiſe a greater ſalary, But it is to be remarked that. 
Mr. Weodward's engagement with the theatre was antecedent to the formation of the. 
articles with Mr, Powell ; by virtue of which he was entitled to a larger ſalary than any 
other performer or player hereafter «©. To U engaged” in the ſervice of the houſe, See: 
memorandum. of thoſe articles, p. 6. | 


on — A. cuſtomary liberty taken from time to- time with this play in repreſentation ; 
and particularly by the celebrated manager of Nrury-lane, who, we ate aſſurcd, never 
; —_ a ſingle n. to his brother patentee for ſuch N | 
2 | writer, 


3 
Fg . 
o 4 


1. 14 1 


| writer, they did not directly oppoſe the ; propoſition then made; vet ; 
could not help mentioniſſg the impropriety of —_— out _ —_ till 
the en e was produced ?. e. 1 


Io return for this complacency on the part of. Mr. Powell, Mr. col. 
man, at the very ſame meeting, as readily aſſented to the former's moſt 


unreaſonable demand of a benefit, to indemnify him for. the loſs he ſhould 


- ſuſtain in not acting at Briſtol theatre the enſuing ſummer.” | Nay Mr. 


Colman went ſo far as to inſiſt warmly on the reaſonableneſs and equity 
of ſuch demand; notwithſtanding it was expreſsly ſtipulated in the 


articles which they mutually entered into on the 28th of May, that none 


of the parties ſhould after the firſt day of IO *. next _— 
be . in uy other theatre whatever T. e OOO ESI | 


2 


T he abſurdity, not to ſay the lofulencs of this ——_— could. not. 


Fail to ſtrike Harris and Rutherford in a very peculiar manner, and to 


ſuggeſt a ſuſpicion that Meſſrs. Colman and Powell had formed the 

of taking an advantage of their ignorance of playhouſe cuſtoms 
and artifices, to diſpoſe of the general property of the theatre at their 
own pleaſure, and to loſe no opportunity of converting it to their 
private emolument. How far ſuch a ſuſpicion was juſtified by the above N 
facts, is ſubmitted to the determination of the . 


. + Mr. Colman did nevertheleſs appropriate the ſaid fur, ee hs did not produce 
the play, nor indeed appear to have it ready, even on the ſecond of January following; 3 
when he was expreſely required, by letter from Harris and Rutherford, either to pro- 
duce- the play or repay the money into the treaſury of the theatre; neither of wy 
he thought proper to do: ſo that the money thus appropriated by Mr. Colman, (i. e. near 


ſeventy pounds) ſtands at preſent as an equivalent for the few ſpeeches inſerted in wal 


Rehearſal; a performance which on the ſecond night of its exhibition did not bring” 


ſeventy pounds into the houſe. | 


+ See the copy of thoſe articles, page 7. 
With 


2 353 15 1 


With 0 to Mr. Powell's acting at Briſtol; Harris and Rutherford 5 
f conceiving that his advice reſpecting the management of the theatre, 1 
might in the ſummer · time be diſpenſed with; they, 1 in order to ſhew their #555; 
unwillingneſs to deprive him of any pecuniary advantage which they - 
could reaſonably afford him, at length aſſented to his going, notwith- 
ſtanding they conceived it derogatory from the character of a patentee 8 
of one of the ae in el to think of ſuch an ex- 8 
ne, 5 | 


The next zvegulaticy committed by Mr. Oh was produdliv of. 
the moſt flagrant proofs of his being determined to break through every 
reſtraint his articles laid him under; and of acting not only without the 
approbation of Harris and Rutherford, but in direct oppoſition to their 
moſt poſitive and legal remonſtrances. This was on occaſion of the per- 
formance of the play of Cymbeline ; which, on account of ſome perſonal 
altercation that had paſt relative to the caſting, of the parts , had been 

_ by mutual conſent for ſome time laid aſide. The duty of the patentees 
however, requiring the exhibition of that play for one night}, Mr. Col- 
man laid hold of that opportunity to order its repetition; notwithſtanding 

le knew ſuch a repetition muſt be extremely diſagreeable to Harris and 

Rutherford as tending to revive the diſputes which that play had before 
occaſioned : a conſideration that would doubtleſs have had ſome weight 
with Mr. Cale, had he —w—_— ſtudied the youre” and whe order of 


Harris and Rutherford would indeed have given | Mr: Powell formal leave in 
writing to go to Briſtol ; but to this Mr. Colman objected; the money ariſing from a 
benefit, appearing both to Colman and Powell the more elegible object. | 


| + Mr. Colman wanting Miſs W— to play the part of Imogen ; which Harris and 
Rutherford: conceived would be better ſupplied by Mrs, L—, who had played it the pre- 
4 ceeding ſeaſon at Drury- lane. On Mrs. Yates's joining the company however, and * 
to give up the part, it was "LINE to neither. 


4 December 28. — 
4 | 


the 


{ 
7 
= 
| 


T8 2} 


the theatre; circumſtances of much greater conſequence than either the 
profits ariſing to the proprietors, or the entertainment afforded the publick 
by the exhibition of the play in queſtion . Harris and Rutherford there- 
fore, thought it neceſſary on this occaſion to ſend Mr. Colman the fol- 


gg after the e ah oben out for the ROE 


„„ e 6: COLMAN, "OP 


Mx. Harris and Mr. Rutherford preſent their compliments to Me. 
Colman, are much concerned that he directed Cymbeline again to be 
given out. — Mr, Colman is well acquainted with their ſentiments on 
the ſubject, and how much it is their deſire that play ſhould, for the 


preſent, be poſtponed, Doubt not he will conduct this affair accore 


| FOE: 


1 onde 28 Dec. 1767, 11 o'clock at night. 


Mr. Colman ſtill perſiſting in his deſign, BE 2 n 
defiring him for their mutual quiet to deſiſt from his purpoſe, was, made | 


him the next day; which proving ineffectual, the W 


was ſent him in form. 


TO G. COLMAN, E580 
wes fr 5 | 


We abſolutely diſapprove the performance of Cymbelin at one 


theatre untill farther con ſideration. 


Wedneſday. 30 Dec. 1767. T. Hann e 
| J. RuTnzxFORD? 


* Eſpecially as it was frequently exhibited at Druryrlane. 


5 


Tt x 1 
Wl the above formal pion was 6 quand n letter. 


Sia, 


O U R right to forbid the repreſentation of ay; FREY dg” we 
draw from the articles entered into between us; from your letter of 
the firſt of November laſt, which runs thus, an meafires againſt 
ue which you ſhall jointly proteſt in writing, ſhall not be carried into 
© execution;” and from your folemn declaration to the ſame purpoſe 
the ſucceeding day, in preſence. of Meſſrs. Woodward, Smith, Gib- 
ſon, &c. — It is with the leſs regret that we write in this abſalute 
manner, as our repeated defires on this occaſion have failed to make 


as leaſt — 


We are, Sir, 
Your humble Servants, 
Lode fie 1 T. Harris, 
Sent away at 12 o'clock at nooti. | J. RuTuzRFoRD: 


In anſwer to-the above, about an hour after, Harris and Rutherford 
received the following laconic epiſtle from Mr. — with Mr. Powell's 
e as under annexed. 


ü * b] 


TOT. a Rs, E5Q 
AND 1. RUTHERFORD, ESQ. 


5 


, - 
* - . . 
ENTLEMEN, TY MY 
„ wes $3 4 ; i ; 8 4 „ $8 
x: 
. : 3 
7 


I Have juſt e Jour i OGG and will print it as a « reaſon to 
| oy nick; for ee no mp 19-mocrowe: . 


"Dec. 30, r G. Corn. 


GEN TLEMEN, 


G RE A T part of our boxes being taken for the play of Cymbeline, 
great damage muſt accrue to my property, by your method of proceeding, 
and I muſt appeal to my friends and the public for redreſs. I moſt 

ſincerely concur with Mr. Colman's ſentiments More and Wall m_ by 


his determination. 
I am your nia ſervant, 
| . | 50 | 0 5 5 W. Pow ELT. 
E | Ah * 1 


Juſtly alarmed at the above threats of Meſſrs. Colman and Powell to 
ſhut up the theatre, Harris and Rutherford took proper meaſures to 
prevent their deſigned interruption of the public entertainments, and 


woe notice of it to Mr, Colman, as follows : : 


E- 


83 ; * * 8 
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TO G. COLMAN, ESQ; 


- SIR, 


I F you refuſe to give directions for a play to-morrow night, we 
hall: — Whether they will be obeyed or not, is for future conſideration. 
What you are pleaſed to call our mandate, can be no reaſon for ſhut- 
ting up the theatre, as you have the whole cirele of the drama (Cymbe- 
line excepted) from whence to elect the play. Whatever damages may 
: ariſe, we doubt not will be at your peril, as they can only enſue from 
your be a breach of the moſt ſolemn and legal engage- 
ments, 


We are your bumble ernte, 


Wedel, 20 Der. 2767, T. Hazns. 
4 Pi Mea. J. . 


OE is ha the . Wann need no comment : 1 we "ITY 
the publick to judge of the conduct of a man, who could thus deter- 
mine to abandon * the management of the theatre, merely becauſe he 


Add that Mr. Colman did abandon the theatre is evident, from his leaving Powell 
to give out the play at his own indiſcretion, and the promyrer's neges © Harris, dated 
| 1 N Wn | 
| WH, 70 T. HARRIS, ESQ; 
S e ape a 

BY Mr. Powell's + od, the elne Manns ill be dat: 
A : 

| Your moſt obedient ſeryant, 


Joszrn YounGEsR, 
D OS f ö Was 


£ 


% 


b * 1 


Was We to act in conformity to thoſe articles, by which fre 
management was put into his hands, 


We will even ſuppoſe, for a moment, the above prohibition an the 
part of Harris and Rutherford to have been merely a groundleſs and 
capricious diſplay of that authority which the negative clauſe in their 

articles confeſſedly inveſted them with. Yet furely as it was the firſt 


. prohibition of the kind, and Mr. Colman had the whole ſtock of plays : 


ro apply to, one only excepted, nothing can excuſe him for this raſh. 

and precipitate reſolution! But if, on the other hand, ſuch prohibition, - 
was founded on motives which every man of ſenſe and ſenſibility muſt 
feel the force of, while the reſolves of Mr. Colman were the mere effect 
of ſpleen and reſentment “, his 2 muſt ſurely appear not more 


abſurd than criminal. 


But though Mr. Colman thus precipitately withdrew himſelf from 
the theatre, he left Mr. Powell to give out the play in diſpute A 


which was accordingly acted on the thirty-firſt ef December, in open 


defiance of Harris and Rutherford, and in direct breach the articles, 
ſubliſting between the 1 


On this pvc of Meſlts. Colman ds Ponell's makin b 55 
engagements, Harris and Rutherford grew naturally more and more 
alarmed at the apparent danger of their property. They judged it im- 
mediately expedient therefore to audit the accounts of the theatre, and 


to enquire into the ſtate of the wardrobe ; to which latter there had been 
lately made very conſiderable and expenſive additions. To this end they 
ordered the treaſurer to prepare his accounts, and wrote the following: 


letter to Mr. Powell. 


And that of the moſt unmanly reſentment ; of which there might, and will, be pro- 
duced the moſt _ Ro if Mr, Colman ä _— his indifcretion ſo far as 


to * it neceſſary. 
TO 


a 
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We a gebre you ih An our . to Mrs. rose, : 
acquaint her we deſire ſhe will be pleaſed to ſend every thing in w 
Poſſeſſion appertaining to the theatre, to the wardrobe-keeper's office, as 
we. intend forthwith to examine the ſtate of both wardrobes : that you 
will alſo inform her we, are much obliged to her for the trouble ſhe hath 
hitherto incurred; but requeſt ſhe would not make any farther purchaſe 
on account of the theatre, as we ſhall give directions to the treaſurer to 
pay nothing but Incidental charges, until previouſly conſented to Ew | 
us. 


T. Hanks. 
Dee. 37 1767. 3 Ep Fo RUTESEPORD> 


0 


. reer: rep w the above rquiion. 


10 ＋. nA R RIS, ESQ; 


Sik--waic. £4 1 (i743 3 i F 13 Ped FS 1 
* 


| AND, 2 aura 5 


4 
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” | / # 


Yo UR directions to Mrs. Powell cannot be ag with. The 
unappropriated cloaths belonging to the theatre, have ever been kepe 


„Mrs. Powell having obligingly taken the trouble to make many conſiderable purchaſes 
| 2 uſe of the theatre. 


out 
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4 purciaſe, when they are acquainted with it, will think themſelves 


* 


22 1 


out of the bout under the as rieto 
now in my poſſeſſion, always free for your inſpection, and F 
for the proper uſe of the theatre. However you may eſteem Mrs. 


Powell for the care and trouble ſhe has taken to herſelf concerning the 


property, I believe. every gentleman that has made an advance in; the 


greatly obliged to her. Whatever your doubts may be for the ſafety. of 
that part of your property in my poſſeſſion, I know not; but this I 
know, that my conduct has hitherto been ſuch as not to have my 
boneſty or Mrs. Powell's called in queſtion; fo Fe {you Wy be _—_ 
your property is ever ſafe with either of us. 


. 0 FY BY : Your bumble fare, - _ 


1 Jan. 1768. 5 w. PowzLL. | 


P. S. Mr. Colman by our articles is inveſted with the theatrical 
as well as dramatic direction of the theatre, and the care of 
the women's wardrobe, and that of the men's, was defired 
by Mr. Colman to be taken by Mrs. P- - - and myſelf, 

without any objection on your part, and therefore we ſhall 
pay every attention to the department, for the good of 

the ptoperty, and the pleaſure of the publick. — And you 
muſt give me leave to tell you, that you ſhall find I am 
not that CYPHER, even according to our 41 55 : 


45 n as you ſeem by your treatment to imer, 


1am i yours, &. 


Led 


W. Powns 7% 5 


t 7 


11 is here to be ohferved, that Mr. Powell founds his right, of refuſi ing. 
to deliver the cloaths in his wife's poſſeſſion inte the cuſtody of the 
- wardrobe keeper, on a pretended cuſtom. He ſays, „the unappro- 
« priated cloaths belonging to the theatre have ever been kept out of 
the houſe, under-the care of one of the proprietors.” This may, 
indeed have poſſibly been the caſe with ſome former proprietors; but 
how are Harris and Rutherford bound to follow their example? 
They think the property in queſtion would, for many reaſons, be better 
depoſited in the hands of the wardrobe- -keeper and conceive the publick. 
will be alſo of their opinion, that the delivery of them when” required 
into the proper office would have been a ſtronger proof of the honeſty 
Mr. Powell boaſts of, than his peremptorily declaring the requiſition. 
could be complied with. As to Mr. Powell's being treated as a Cy- 
pber, certain it is that Mr. Colman treats him as ſuch, in his letter of 
the firſt of November; wherein he ſo explicitly recognizes the refirain- - 
ing power of Harris and Rutherford, and makes not the leaſt mention: 
of Mr. Powell, as if he was indeed a C md and there was no- 


ſuch patentee exiſting, 


We cannot help taking notice alſo of the fireſs Mr. Powell lays in 
I particular on the PRESENT articles. It is certain the preſent articles are 
not well calculated for the game Meſſts. Colman and Powell ſeem diſ- 
poſed to play into each other's hands. But can either of them be ſo 
abſurd as to ſuppoſe, that Harris and Rutherford will. ever enter into 
future articles, with perſons. who have diſplayed. ſo Dr a regard 
to the obſervance of the preſent * 


: » 


The 1 impertinent .infinuation, thrown out by: Mr. Powelt, reſpecting; 
ſuch gentlemen as intereſted themſelves in the purchaſe of the theatre, 
would be here paſſed over with contempt ; had it not been immediately 
followed by a ſtill more impertinent application to ſeveral of Harris and 

' Rutherford's particular friends: of which application Meſſts. Colman 
and Powell * Progr to give them "= following notice. pH 
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AND RUTHERFORD. 


Grnruriers, 


Brmc conſcious of the rectitude of our conduct, we are e willing and 
gefirous to ſubmit it to your moſt intimate and particular friends; for 
which purpoſe we have ſummoned the underwritten gentlemen to the 
King's Arms tavern in Cornhill Forde at one © o'clock, when i 


xi re a n 


=_ | 5 We are, e 7 
4 GENTLEMEN, | 
= VCC Tour humble ſervants, 


G. Corman. 
W. PowsLt. 


C= F—, Eq H B, Ef 
R— O—, Eſq; ; 1— E=, Eſq; 
M D., Eſq; | 


1 What ideas Meſſrs. Colman and Poet may entertain of moral recti 
1 | tude, the reader who hath peruſed thi is narrative with attention, will | 
= : „ probably 


Fa nnn. — couerine bow: 


ö oy from the above letter alone, that they muſt entertain very 
ſtrange notions of humanity and good manners. In this appeal to the 
friends of Harris and Rutherford, they have dared to treat the latter 
as contemptuouſly as if not arrived at years of diſcretion; and incapable 
of anſwering for their own conduct. What unparalled infolence! But 
even ſuppoſing they had a plea for this, what can juſlify their imperti- 
| Hence in /ammoning together a number of gentlemen of reſpectable cha- 
racters, to a comnion tavern, to trouble them with a diſpute in which 
few of them were concerned, and none could with propriety interfere 
The mortification therefore which Meſſrs. Colman and Powell met with 
on this — was undoubtedly juſt; few of the gentlemen attending, 
and three of them, being thoſe only to whom Harris and Rutherford 
were known, treating the ſummons they had received with the contempt 
it deſerved; as appears by the following letter left for Meſſts. Colman 
and e at RENT of Non. Pos. 


” * I 4 


ee FOR G COLMAN, 
5 AND W. POWELL, Gus 


To be r at the king 8 Arms tavern Corabill. 


— 


= OY 1 85 


V / E have each of us a 3 8 to attend you on the affairs of Covent- 


garden theatre. But as we cannot poſlibly have any right to interfere in 
this matter, muſt beg leave to decline the meeting. Meſſrs. Thomas 
H larris and John Rutherford, are gentlemen, who, in- our opinion, will 
- E never 


—— 


beet act contrary to the „ Nindbes of honour and right; - A bur friend 
therefore, we are ever N to fre Wen to the utmon of OY 
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Fon, humble eee. 
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© This attempt * to 0 prejudice Hartis ay Katcthut int 1158 7 
their friends having failed, the impatience of Mr. Colman could go longer 
be kept within bounds; but broke out the ſame day, i in the following 
extravagant letter, written in anſwer to ſome remonſtrances of Harris and . 


An attempt as baſely defigned ; as meanly executed; 3, Colman 4 Powell, ignorant of 
the real connections of Harris and Rutherford, going to enquire of their ſollicitor for the 
addreſſes of thoſe gentlemen to whom they ſuppoſed Harris and Rutherford BE To 


this purpoſe Mr. Hutchinſon's card of the zoth of ener, 1967. 044 A 


« Mr, Hutchinſon I: his beſt compliments to Meſſrs. Harris and Rabe. 


« ford, and begs leave to acquaint them he has juſt now bad a viſit from Mr. 
1 Colman and Mr. Powell, to know the adreſſes of Mr. O— Mr. N— and 
N « Mr. F—, in order, they ſay, to lay a ſtate of the affairs before them and the 


\ | i other gentlemen, who have advanced money upon the r of the theatre. „ 


Hh Let our readers compare this diſingenuous 8 particularly in Mr. Powell, with 
1 that of T. Harris, who, wanting to borrow no money on the ſecurity of the theatre for 
himſelf, yet lent that ſeeurity for Powell; and Ry leave 1 hag their own ene 


on it. | o 
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| Ruthevford-againſt his unjuſtifiable proceedings*,. and — 
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A Tun E intereſt of 1 theatre is in no A but 1 your conduc 
and goa Partialities. Mr. Powell, who has a right to give his advice 


zndance when: called:on,,: perceives that i it is not poſſible for us 
to keep our doors open, if the director is liable to ſuch frequent and 
ſtudied interruptions: and we are adviſed that no court can ever be led 
ſo far to miſconſtrue the articles between us, as to ſuppoſe the giving you 
a power that muſt be ſo prejudicial to our common: intereſt, could be the 


intention of it. I ſhall continue to act in a manner conſiſtent with the 


- ſpirit of it, and wiſh you to do the ſame. As to the rectitude of your 


conduct, or of our own, I ſhall ſubmit that matter to the 1 be- 
fore * 1 mne * caſe i in a very _ days +. 


* 


*. 5, 6 & in 4s nd _ 2 LY 75: | G. CoLMaANn. 


* Particolarly in regard to his exhibiting the Merchant of Venice when Miſs Macklin 
was indiſpoſed, in oppoſition to the remonſtrances of Mr. Macklin againſt it; to the diſ- 
credit of that performance, and the er confatzol' of the ede who r on the 
ſhorteſt warning the eaten n b - 


| + This has been the confiintichredt of Gans fate the very commencement of the 


oo ; relying doubtleſs on his literary abilities for the ſupport of his cauſe, and well 
5 # knowing 


DE : 


* 


Mr. en on the-firſt of. November, and then to judge 
ſufficient reaſon can be given for the total change in che en end 
ments e the * of the . alluded to. 


Mr. Colman here aledges it to be Mr. PowelP's opinion, that the | 
daoers of the theatre cannot be kept open, if the director is liable to 
ſuch frequent and ſtudied interruptions. - Now the truth is, that, what- 
ever right was inveſted in Harris and Rutherford to control Mr. Colman 
in his management, he never did ſuffer them to interrupt him in fact, 
except in deferring the exhibition of Cymbeline before Mrs. Ames 3 
eee into wo my; 3 i I 

N 1 nell BATH 4, 
They did indeed ee coke chs ds be e 
of the irregularity of his proceedings, in not properly acquainting them 
from time to time with his / intended meaſures. They endeavoured alſo 
cd perſuade him to take proper methods to render Mr. Yates, Mr. 

Macklin, and ſome other performers of known merit and popularity, 

| more uſeful in the 8 and 5 e more eu to the e 

ee en Wer N CCC 

1 548f-chey-adjeftol) rods panes dis: aftual contudh 6 n 3 | 
the way. of general advice and remonſtrance; which could not, with any 

propriety be conſtrued into an interruption of his management; much 

leſs a ſtudied one, and ſuch as obliged þ him to ſhut up the theatre. 


knowing the reluctance of Harris and Rutherford. to md the pablick on fo. improper | 
an occaſion as the ſquabbles of individuals. Nothing, indeed, but the abſolute neceſſity of 
removing the unjuſt aſperſions caſt on them, and of preventing the diſſipation of their pro- 
perty, could have made them break that reſpectful ſilence, which they have nn 
poſed on themſelves, out of the profoundeſt regard to the publick. I 


. * Nothing can be more abfurd and inconſiſtent than ſuch a pretence, inn be conſi- 
de chat even their abſolute and formal * of the repetition of Cymbeline, not- 
e | RO N 


1 29 3 | 


a to prog his en "wins! cal 
but they never conceived that they were under any obligation to take that 
advice; and much leſs that it was to be taken by any one of thoſe parties, 
in oppoſition to the other two. Nothing of this kind appears from the 
letter of the artieles: but perhaps counſellor Powell hath diſeovered ſuch 
a latent meaning in the ſpirit of them, in the ſame manner as Mr. Cob. 
man's other ſagacious adviſers have convinced him, that the tenor of 
thoſe articles is now r r e 5 * det v of pra _ 


months ago. pete 15 


* 


That the power with which Harris and Rutherford are inveſted by | 
the ſubſiſting articles, muſt be prejudicial to the common intereſt of the 
parties, Mr. Colman and his adviſers ſeem too readily to take for granted. 
At preſent this aſſertion muſt be merely problematical, as that power has 
never in any ſingle inſtance been efficactouſly exerted. It can never ſurely 
be obviouſly dedueible from the terms of the agreement. If it were, how 
comes it that Mr. Celman, a gentleman bred in the ſtudy of the law, 
ſhould enter into ſuch abſurd articles? But that no ſuch inference can be 
drawn, is boldly preſumed, on the aſſurance of ſome of the firſt and 
ableſt council, learned in the laws of this kingdom; whoſe opinions have 
been taken on this occaſion, and who are unanimous that a court of 
Equity would, on a hearing of the cauſe, WE a Ws prone of 
mw nnen in 70 - 


| A copy 15 one of theſe opinions was erben tranſmitted rdirealy 
to Tt, Colman, in hopes. that i it a influence him to come to ſome, 


wihlanding. it 1 $6 Mr. Colman to. retire "ta a while from his direQorſip, v was pany 
of no interruption of the buſineſs of the theatre; that play . re-exhibited on the night. 
for which it was given out, and e afterwards. G 


— 
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1 3 4 | reaſonable _ 
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erat: of — ach; Harris and Rutherford; and 
ioduee him ta admit in fact of their having what they had an indubitable 
——— 1 eee wheod 


* This opinion 6 «letter from Harris and Racer 
fond, of ne er e eee 
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TO MESS. COL MAN, 


> W T Y x * * CY g 96Ʒq - S © - 
| LEE „ | 7 
AND POWELL. 5 TP 
* : # - 
& 8 ] s 2 * 8 2 ) ” 
1 . 4 


2 


a Szurixuzn, | 


I Neldked. you will receive a copy 45 — s opition on our . As 
155 rs are an 8 me are well known to Mr, Colmany, we have the, 


4 | The ſublanes of, which man, FU on a peruſal of the caſe of = Ra _ Rutherford, 
and the articles of their mutual agreement with Meſſts. Colman and Powell, together with 
the letters which had paſſed between them, it appeared that Meſſts. Colman and 
Powell had been guilty of many material and ſubſtantial breaches of the faid articles : 
And that farther it appeared from fach conduct, that they were determined to throw off 
all regard to their articles, and to act in the management af all matters relative to the 
theatre, as ſole and entire owners thereof, in abſolute excluſion of Harris and Rutherford, 
from ſuch management. It was alſo this council's farther opinion, that on the filing of a bill 
in Chancery againſt the parties, the court would not only decree a ſpecific performance 
of the articles for the future, but would order Meſſrs. Colman and Powell, to make ſa- 
tisfation to Harris and Rutherford for their reſpective ſhares of all damages which ſhould 
appear to have been ſuſtained by any breach of thoſe articles by them reſpeRively : And⸗ 
at the ſame time would order Mr. Powell and his wife to depoſite in the proper office of the 
theatre, ſuch part of the wardrobe as they improperly withheld in their own poſſeſſion. 


greater 


CPS! 


greater 3 upon ks impreſſions they muſt neceſſarily make. This 
opinion, as well as others we have taken, points out che infallible remedy 
for redreſs; yet, like the reſt, it adviſes an adjuſtment by arbitration, 
becauſe our diſputes, differing from the generality, muſt be attended 
with the ſevereſt injury to the property libigated, excluſive of the 
actual perſonal expence to be incurred individually. We therefore 
propoſe an arbitration of our diſputes, by four gentlemen totally uncon- 
cerned in affairs of the theatre, two to be nominated by us, unexception- 
able in point of rank, fortune, and reputation, and impartial, never 
having been in the leaſt ceneetned in our uffairs. If you ſhall both 
concur in this propoſal, and nominate co gentlemen of equal confidera- 
tion and impartiality, we ſhall be ready to enter e n 
e e of abe r e eee | 


oy yrs mg to * liter —_ in . * noo, 1a. hes 5 
therein mentioned, Me. Colman affected to thiak a fait and impurtial 
ſtate of the caſe had: not been laid before the council . And in a ſub- 


ſequent letter, from Meſſis. Colman and Powell in conjunction, he 


Propoſed arbitration appears o be. artfully eloded, by gheir [ſaying 
| only i in general terms, that they were ready to refet to proper perſons 
<« the care of . a e of articles which might Prevent future 


-66 uncaſineſs.”” Fe 
This not 1 thought ſufficiently explicit, Harris and Koitierfoed 
again applied to them for a more preciſe and poſitive anſwer to their 
Propoſal; which rioms produced the following reply. 


258 Setting dos caſe, lotet, as to the damages complained of, out of the queſtion, the 
above-mentioned opinion, reſpeRing the ſpecific performance of the articles, was confirmed: 
by that of other learned council, and thoſe of the firſt eminence, who gave the ſame in the 
moſt explicit terms; with this addition, that thoſe articles were entered into upon valuable 
conſideration, were expreſſed with clearneſs and certainty, nor could admit of any doubt 
in their conſtruction as to the rights and * of che 1 Parties. 
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AND Joun RUTHERFORD, 2 


. 1 2 + * - 7 


GunTLaMEN, ; 


. Our of tengernefs to yourſelves, we forbore io enter into an) pa 
tranſactions, as an enquiry of that nature muſt neceſſarily lay open 
the real cauſe of the unhappy difference between us; 8 
thing material to the general intereſt and happineſs, but a 
arrangement of matters for the future. We propoſed therefore, and 
we now repeat the propoſal, to refer to proper perſons the care of ſet- 
tling the articles in ſuch a manner, that the management of the theatre 
may be carried on to the ſatisfaction of all parties: nor have we any 

objection, if you think it agreeable, to ſubmit our paſt conduct to the 
conſideration of the fame perſons; confident as we are, that in the opi- 
nion of any unprejudiced judge, we ſhall be found to have deferved a 


© 


_—_ different treatment 5 we have met * — * ö 


ee, e, 5 < 


pigs grein FE Te 


f 5 . Tour humble evans, 


3 


— * 
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The attentive reader will obſerve that this ſecond anſwer is ct 
in as vague and equivocal terms as the preceding; the doubtful ex- 
preſſion of proper perſons being uſed in both. Is it poſſible that men, 
really conſcious of the integrity of their actions, as Meſſrs. Colman and 


Powell here pretend to be, ſhould heſitate in approving ſuch perſons as are 
deſcribed in the letter of Harris and Rutherford, viz. diſintereſted men- 


of rank, breaded, and reputation ? 


| The ontortinen- eftoncery of Colman 4 Powell, in affecting a 
tenderneſo for Harris and Rutherford in not diſcloſing the real cauſe of 


their difference, is of a piece with the reſt of their behaviour, - equally. 


contemptuous and contemptible. To have the aſſurance to pretend, and 
that in a private letter “, addreſſed to the parties themſelves, that the 
unhappy differences between them are owing to any ſingle | cauſe, 
. . when they muſt be conſcious, if they had any conſcience at all, of their 
having given repeated and aggravated cauſes of difference ! To have 
the aſſurance, in reply to complaints made againſt them for the violation 
of articles formally ſubſiſting, to propoſe the new modelling thoſe 
articles, or the framing of new ones! They may indeed well boaſt they 
are confident ; for their confidence appears in this to be matchleſs, It 
is difficult however to ſay which is the greatect ſubject of admiration, 
che exceſs of their folly or that of their inſolence, in this complicated 
inſtance of both, undoubtedly the greateſt inſult that ever was offered. = 
| eo men of the leaſt rr pos to common underſtanding. | 


10 is little to be wondered at, that, on Meſſts. Colman and Powell's f 
ot evading the propoſal of an equitable arbitration, all epiſtolary corre - 


* Or are we to ſuppoſe this private letter artfully written, with a view to give ſome | 
' colour to their pretenſions and practices, ſhould it hereafter come to be necelarily made 


pablick. 
F. 9585 ſpondence 


* 


[34 7 


ſpondence between the parties, « on the 2 of aheir —_— res, * 
_ an Ea. | | 


A meeting of their reſpeive ſolicitors did indeed u 8 tiene 
hare but proved ineffectual; ſo that things remained in this ſituation, 
when the accidental publication * of a looſe and deſultory ſtate of their 
caſe, injudiciouſly and imperfectly drawn up, induced Mr. Colman to 
publiſh the advertiſement, which laid Harris and Rutherford under the 
necoſſity of making this remonſtrance; on a candid peruſal of which, it 
is preſumed there is no impartial reader who will not rather wonder at 
their long filence, than cenſure them — the Preſent yo to "000 | 
| pablick: 


Having thus given an pore and faithful x narrative 1 uch fas as 
relate to the legality and rectitude of Mr. Colman's conduct, in regard to 
Harris and Rutherford, we beg the reader's farther attention to a fer 
general reflections on his behaviour as a theatrical manager, and the pro- 


» By y 3 been IEA and asjuſlifiably exhibited by ihe maſter of FREELY 
coffee-houle ; ; where it had been caſually and unintentionally left upon the table. Great 
pains indeed have been taken, to repreſent this accident as a wilfol miſtake of Harris 


and Rutherford; tending to injure the character of Meſirs. Colman and Powell. And yet 


nothing could appear more plain, on the very face of the thing itſelf, than that ſuch - 
caſe could not have been intended for public inſpection; which the ſeveral blank ſpaces 
left for the future inſertion of names and dates, with the references to letters and:memo- 
rials not annexed to it, ſufficiently evince. It was thought incumbent therefore on Harris 
and Rutherford, publicly to diſclaim ſo illiberal a deſign ; in doing which, however, 
they did not (as hath been falſely repreſented) diſavow the papers ſo left, or mean in the 
leaſt to exculpat⸗ Meira. Colman and Powell of we ſeveral acts _ RC N 
2 _ 5 8 
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"i and Rutherford hav ſeverely felt; and 4 therefore are Ae 
endble of, the diſadvantage they lie under from a comparative view of 
the known abilities of the reſpective patehtees. They have had the fre- 
quent mortification of having their moſt legal and juſt complaints diſre- 
garded on the Prudential plea of their own intereſt. They have heard 
| it repeatedly alledged, even by thoſe who have acknowledged the injuſtice | 

and infolence of Meſſrs. Colman and. Powell's behaviour, that it would 
be yet highly indiſcreet for them (Harris and Rutherford) to interfere 
in the conduct of an undertaking, for which it has been men 5 


a talen for granted: they were eee 1 8 


But, let us take the liberty to aſk, if it weir not polible for ſueb avis | 
ſers to have impoſed on themſelves in this particular, by carrying their 
notions. of the reputation and abilities of Meſſrs. Colman and Powell; 
much farther than their influence in the management of a theatre ex- 


tend. 


They preſume not to enter e liſts wich their brother patentees, in 
thai reſpective profeſſions. But, as they pretend neither to write come- 
dies nor to enact tragedies, ſo neither do they pretend to talents for com- 
Poſing muſic, leading the band, inventing. dances, or deſigning: and 
painting the ſcenes. Yet they conceive it little leſs unreaſonable to expect 
a manager to be a painter, architect, compoſer, fiddler, or figure- 

dancer, e foppole he ſhould neceſſarily be either an author or actor. 
8 

The be ie of a theatre, may — avail themselves of the 

ſeveral talents of muſicians, dancing- maſters, architects, painters, players, 


Poets, and even of managers, if neceſſary, on paying them a valuable 
E. 2 | conſideration, 
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enough to make the public voice their director, in the employment af 


ſuch as afford the town the higheſt entertainment; it is ſurely a-ſtrange : 2 


abſurdity, to ſuppoſe: that men, in the leaſt acquainted with buſineſs, 


a 0 en to ſhe care and conduct 4 a ee in a theme. | 


i 5 85 0 mould das an er ee ee indus 
991080 propagated about the town; viz. that the proſits. of the theatre | 
this ſeaſon have been greater than that of former years; and therefore 


actual experience ought with prudent men to prevail over {ſpeculative 


reaſoning : Harris and Rutherford make anſwer, that, though it is at 
preſent impoſſible for them to aſcertain what the profits of the ſeaſan 
will be, they are ſufficiently authoriſed to deny the fact: which is all the 


ſitisfaction they can at preſent give the reader as to this particular. For, 


however injuriouſty they have been treated by Meſſrs. Colman and 
Popell, they do not think themſelves at liberty, without their conſent, ta 
expole the receipts and 6 of the FRO even were it in _ 5 


Caſe judged neceſſary. e 


. may not be improper to obſerve here, that Mr. Colman's not Aipulating for 

fach a conſideration, when he accepted of the nominal directorſhip of the theatre, is a 
corroborating proof that it was never intended he ſhould take more trouble on bimſetf 
than Harris or Rutherford: as, had it been otherwiſe, he would certainly have been as 
much entitled to a ſalary far managing, as Mr. Powell was to his ſalary for acting. Un- 


leſs indeed. Mr. Colman's known diſregard to. pecuniary emoluments may be ſuppoſed tos 
have induced him to make a preſent of his ſervices to his brother-patentees, For it will 


hardly be ſuppoſed, by perſons convinced of the confeious refiteds he boaſts of, that he | 
pound have any finiſter views 8 8 by his eee officiouſneſs, 


es & | 


At 
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— the highieft ſonſs'of nobles wn iow 


by the town, in its generous approbation re rn g- 6g b 


exerted for | its e at eee 7400088 this * 


* 


They ſhould think 2 as highty 3 ſuch 3 
if they could on their part approve of thoſe little artifices, which have too, 


frequently been made vſe of, to betray the publick into an appearance of 


applauding what in reality they were ſo candid as reluctantly to condemn; 


artifices that have been ſometimes carried to the utmoſt extravagance, 


to the e of 0 RY: and 1 diſguſt of the town. 


15 the art of theatrical management indeed confiſt- in We YI of 5 
ſuch petty expedients, to betray the confidence and impoſe on the judg - 
ment of the publick ; — if it conſiſt in forcing dull performances and 
unpopular performers on a patient audience; the majority of which are 
introduced merely to keep the reſt in countenance; — if it conſiſt in 


keeping news- paper ſcribblers in pay to defend groſs partialities, to apo- 


logize for wilful neglect, and to enhance the feeble efforts of ignorance 


and inſufficiency; Harris and Rutherford, conleſs they are unequal as 
averſe to the taſk of theatrical management. Nay, they muſt be fo 
frank as to ſay, that they ſhould never have hazarded their property 


on the ſucceſs of ſuch an undertaking, had- not they conceived it might in 


have been condutted to advantage on a more liberal plan. | 


But if a fincere Jefire of ——_ to the ek entertainment of the 0 


publick, joined to a detgrmined reſolution to take every juſt meaſure 
conducive to that end, may be ſuppoſed to qualify men long attached to 
the ſtage, aſſiſted by perſons of known experience and abilities, for the 
management of a theatre, they flatter themſelves they will not be found 
a of ag their PT in that of Covent garden, 
. ecually 
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